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It's time to get out and Explore!

Posted Saturday, September 21, 2024 5:40 pm

Welcome to Explore – your guide to events happening this fall in northwest Philadelphia and eastern Montgomery County. A biennial publication produced by

the Chestnut Hill Local, Explore puts over 100 local events from Ambler to Manayunk at your �ngertips. Our Go-To Guide, a comprehensive list of local

restaurants and attractions, will help you design your perfect weekend plan.

Spotlight events

Each community features multiple events each season.  Some of the large-scale events this fall are:  Ambler – Oktoberfest (October); Chestnut Hill – Fall for the

Arts (September); Germantown – Historic Germantown Festival (October); Glenside – WinterFest (December); Manayunk – Out & About (October); Mt. Airy –

Decemberfest: Made in Mt. Airy (December); Roxborough – Roxtoberfest (October)

Create your own path

The Wissahickon Valley boasts an embarrassment of riches from history and nature to the arts and entertainment. There are plenty of opportunities to create

your own path based on your speci�c interests.

A trail for history bu�s:  Embrace the history that is entwined with our communities. Learn the history and architecture of Chestnut Hill at the Chestnut Hill

Conservancy’s Night of Lights Celebration (October). Get revolutionary by immersing yourself in colonial America at the Revolutionary Germantown Festival

(October) or the reenactment of the 1777 Whitemarsh Encampment (November).  Looking to own a piece of history? Visit one of the many antique shops in the

Northwest (see listing in the Go-To Guide).

Nature trails:  The Wissahickon Creek provides the connective tissue of our communities. From the meadows in Montgomery County to the gorges in

Philadelphia, this spectacular natural wonder provides endless opportunities for connecting with nature and the history of the valley. Activities range from

hiking, biking and running to horseback riding, bird watching and picnicking.

The Friends of the Wissahickon (fow.org (fow.org)) stewards the 2,000-acre Wissahickon Valley Park in Philadelphia which boasts 50 miles of trails through the

Wissahickon Gorge.  Forbidden Drive is the primary trail (5.3 miles) which connects the seven trails that traverse the park. 
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Wissahickon Trails (wissahickontrails.org (wissahickontrails.org)) provides stewardship for the 64 miles of the Wissahickon watershed in Montgomery County.

The Green Ribbon Trail runs along the creek (12.5 miles) to the Philadelphia border. The watershed encompasses 12 preserves and 24 miles of trails. 

Adjacent to the park, you can �nd the curated natural beauty of the Morris Arboretum and Gardens in Chestnut Hill and the Awbury Arboretum in Germantown.

Queueing for the live arts:  If plays are your passion, check out the 24-25 season line ups at one of the four theatres and playhouses in the area (see list in the

Go-To Guide). If you follow the music beat, then Glenside is the place to be. The Keswick Theatre presents a full schedule of concerts and at the Royal, you can sit

back and enjoy or join the show on Open Mic Nights. Two community-curated Porchfest events in Mt. Airy (September) and Roxborough/Manayunk (October)

give you the chance to stroll the neighborhoods and take in the sounds. For jazz a�cionados, check out the Friday Night Jazz schedule at the Woodmere Art

Museum.

Create your own pub crawl:  You’ll be pretty busy if your challenge is to visit all of the craft brew houses in the Northwest.  The area is home to over a dozen

breweries, which also feature music and food. Craft brewers will be in the spotlight at the Octoberfest events in Ambler and Roxborough.

Halloween haunts: From the scary to the sweet, there are plenty of Halloween options in our area. Hang out in Laurel Hill Cemetery or Lincoln Mill for spine-

tingling fun.  Or take part in a hayride or community trick-or-treat event for kids (and pets) of all ages.

Links for events and area attractions

September Events (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/september-events,33681?)

October Events (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/october-events,33680?)

Halloween Events (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/halloween-events,33679?)

November Events (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/november-events,33677)

December Events (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/december-events,33676)

Go-To Guide (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/stories/the-go-to-guide,33675?):  A comprehensive list of dining, drinking and attractions across northwest

Philadelphia and eastern Montgomery County.

Check the Go! Local calendar each week in the Chestnut Hill Local and Mt. Airy Local for previews of these events and additional events as they are

added to this year’s schedule.

OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

September Events (/stories/september-events,33681)

October Events (/stories/october-events,33680)

Halloween Events (/stories/halloween-events,33679)

November Events (/stories/november-events,33677)
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Tue, Oct 08

Unhoused & Unseen: Our "Invisible" Neighbors

Da Vinci Art Alliance

Tue, Oct 08 @7:30am

Night Kitchen Bakery is Bleeding Green and Red this Fall

Night Kitchen Bakery

Tue, Oct 08 @7:30am

Get Ready For Spooky Season With Night Kitchen Bakery

Night Kitchen Bakery
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Donate to CHCA Annual Appeal (https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HNBT34YY8VANC)
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See All Events

(https://chestnuthilllocal.com/events/)

Add Your Event (https://hub.cityspark.com/event/submission/ChestnutHill?

utm_medium=internal&utm_source=widget&utm_campaign=add-ev)

THE LATEST

Oct 8, 2024 issue (/stories/oct-8-2024-issue,33886)

Coro Mundi returns to Northwest Philly (/stories/coro-mundi-returns-to-northwest-philly,33882)
On Oct. 13 Coro Mundi will present a bold program of choral music – featuring premieres of two new works by American composer Alex Berko – in Germantown.

Wed, Oct 16 @6:30pm Sponsored

Young Speaker Series: Hanna
Dausch

Museum for Art in Wood

Philadelphia PA mi

( Wed, Oct 09 @7:30pm Sponsored

Ina Garten

Academy of Music

Philadelphia PA mi

( Tue, Oct 15 @5:30pm Sponsored

Cocktails & Chemistry

Pyramid Club

Philadelphia PA mi

( Wed, Oct 16 @6:30pm Sponsor

Young Speaker Series: H
Dausch

Museum for Art in Wood

Philadelphia PA mi
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Bordentown's Cranberry Festival is a juicy blend of art, food, and history (/stories/bordentowns-
cranberry-festival-is-a-juicy-blend-of-art-food-and-history,33880)
This year’s 34th annual Cranberry Festival will welcome artisans and vendors from near and far on the �rst weekend

in October.

Grave encounters await at Laurel Hill (/stories/grave-encounters-await-at-laurel-hill,33879)
Laurel Hill Cemetery is embracing the spooky season with a series of October events showcasing the historic site’s

permanent residents and macabre milieu.

Last chance to see ‘Souls Shot’ (/stories/last-chance-to-see-souls-shot,33878)
This weekend is the last chance to view a powerful exhibition memorializing gun violence victims.
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At just 14 years old, Moshe “Mozi”
Weisenberg is a skilled woodworker
and knife sharpener who learned his
trade from reading books and
watching YouTube videos.
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