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Honoring a valued member: Liz Jarvis retires

Posted Thursday, June 13, 2024 6:00 pm

by Chrissy Clawson, programs and communications manager for the Chestnut Hill Conservancy

The Chestnut Hill Conservancy would like to thank Liz Jarvis, who retired on May 3 after 30 years of growing the Conservancy’s

archives, for her many years of service. 

We were lucky to have her. After earning degrees in art history and fine arts and a Master's in museum studies, Liz worked at the

Smithsonian Institution and the Museum of Modern Art, where she was an exhibition cataloger. She arranged transportation for

Picassos, checked Renoirs and couriered Ansel Adams photographs. She once couriered a Matisse in a taxi across Manhattan!

(https://alpha.creativecirclecdn.com/chestnuthilllocal/original/20240612-195437-7f1-

2018413%20%282%29%20%281%29.JPG)

Liz Jarvis and intern Nicole Hudson from Jefferson University comb through a series of deeds, indentures and plans that the conservancy
received from Joe Van Sciver in 2017.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHESTNUT HILL CONSERVANCY ARCHIVES
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After a year at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Liz worked nine years as the Museum Curator for the Historical Society of

Pennsylvania. There, she cataloged a large collection of artifacts and paintings, culminating in a long-term exhibition about

Philadelphia's history. These are now part of the Drexel University collection. 

After leaving the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Liz freelanced for many institutions, including the Union League, Awbury

Arboretum, and Christ Church. In 1994, she joined the Chestnut Hill Historical Society/CHHS (now the Chestnut Hill Conservancy) for

a six-month position funded by an anonymous donor. “After six months, no one asked me to leave,” says Liz, “so I kept working two

days a week for the next 30 years.”

In her first year, Liz introduced public open hours, developed a collections policy, implemented a standardized collection numbering

system and collected donor records. She also digitized the collection early in her tenure. Much of this was done by more than 85

volunteers and student interns trained by Liz.

In 1997, Liz secured funding from the William Penn Foundation to hire an assistant archivist, allowing for Saturday open hours. She

strengthened relations between the Chestnut Hill Historical Society, the Germantown Historical Society, and the Springfield Township

Historical Society, serving on the boards of the latter two for more than a decade.

Her most visible accomplishments are her three photographic history books: Chestnut Hill (with Thomas Keels), Chestnut Hill

Revisited, and Mount Airy. She gathered material from repositories all over Philadelphia, soliciting photographs and stories from

area residents, uncovering previously undocumented information, broadening the understanding of our community's social history

and extending the conservancy’s reach to new people. These books have preserved valuable historical photographs and narratives

that might otherwise have been lost.

Her dedication to preservation is personal as well as professional. Liz and her husband Andrew restored their 1854 Italianate house

and, in 2000, placed façade and open space easements on the property to protect this Chestnut Hill landmark for the future.
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Liz led the award-winning restoration of the historic Yeakel Cemetery with Jerry Heebner and Jack Yeakel, a ninth-generation

descendant. This led to the creation of the Yeakel Cemetery Preservation Committee, which raised more than $80,000 to catalog,

repair, and conserve gravestones and rebuild the wall.

Alex Bartlett, who succeeded Liz as the conservancy’s curator/archivist, highlights Liz’s push for technological advancements:

"Migrating our data into PastPerfect [software] 24 years ago was critical. It allowed us to create a searchable database.”

During her time here, Liz mentored many volunteers and student interns who processed an ever-expanding collection of

photographs, maps, drawings, letters, records, and other documents. And she always understood the value of relationships. "It is

important to respond to donors and researchers promptly as we are a community service organization," she says. 
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Alex Bartlett, who joined CHHS as a volunteer in 2009, knows firsthand the quality of her work. "Liz has many attributes that

contributed to her success, including her focus on accuracy and her love of history," Alex says. "She totally 'gets' Chestnut Hill!"

For Liz, the feeling is reciprocal. 

"The Conservancy is fortunate to have Alex leading the Archives. He has deep roots in the community and has been here for 15

years," she says. 

"When I came to the Conservancy, I found a remarkable organization that integrated preservation, conservation, and archival

collections,” said 

Our executive director, Lori Salganicoff, credits Liz with turning the archives into a distinctive asset for the organization. 

“The archives, developed under Liz's guidance, set us apart from similar organizations, strengthening advocacy efforts and enabling

programs like Night of Lights,” she said. 

We hope that Liz thoroughly enjoys her retirement – painting, creating ceramics, and working on the many other projects she cares

about. 

We know that we will long appreciate her legacy and the work of cataloging our shared history. We expect it to remain a valued

resource for generations to come. 
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Sat, Jun 22 @7:00pm Sponsored

Brian Quinn: Solo Acoustic

Eagleville Taphouse

( Tue, Jun 25 @7:00pm Sponsored

Zoning Hearing Board

Municipal Hall

( Thu, Jul 11 @2:00pm Sponsored

BELMONT: 80s Escape Room

Belmont Hills Library
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THE LATEST

Judging Judas Iscariot at Stagecrafters Theater (/stories/judging-judas-iscariot-at-
stagecrafters-theater,32653)
It is party time in purgatory as Stagecrafters winds up its 2023-24 season with "The Last Days of

Judas Iscariot" by Stephen Adly Guirgis. This fantastical time/space-bender centers on a simple …

Take Pride in learning: Children’s book recommendations from a local librarian 
(/stories/take-pride-in-learning-childrens-book-recommendations-from-a-local-
librarian,32652)
June is now well known as Pride Month, celebrating the LGBTQ+ community. Rainbow flags are

plentiful around the neighborhood. Young children may see all the colorful excitement and

wonder what …

St. Martin’s sings Pride, outdoor music serenades in Germantown  (/stories/st-
martins-sings-pride-outdoor-music-serenades-in-germantown,32651)
Plymouth Meeting’s Kris Rudzinski, director of the Germantown Branch of Settlement Music

School, has announced a full schedule of concerts and instruction for its summer semester,

running from …
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'Gold medal' ice cream shop gets right to the pint (/stories/gold-medal-ice-cream-
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“I work from 5:30 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. If someone invented a 25th hour or an eighth day in the

week, I'd be working it,” said Danielle Jowdy. Her shop, Zsa's Ice Cream, at 6616 Germantown …
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