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Conservation easements protect the Wissahickon
Watershed
Posted Thursday, August 29, 2024 12:00 am

by Krista Gebbia, Conservation and Easements Manager for the Chestnut Hill Conservancy

The Chestnut Hill Conservancy’s (https://chestnuthilllocal.com/browse.html?search_filter=Chestnut+Hill+Conservancy) Easement Program plays a

crucial role in preserving the natural and cultural landscape of Northwest Philadelphia and adjacent areas of Montgomery County

(https://chestnuthilllocal.com/browse.html?search_filter=Montgomery+County), all within the Wissahickon

(https://chestnuthilllocal.com/browse.html?search_filter=Wissahickon) watershed. Established in 1990, the program leverages conservation

easements – a powerful tool that allows private landowners to protect their properties while ensuring that critical natural resources are safeguarded

for future generations.

Wissahickon Valley Park (https://chestnuthilllocal.com/browse.html?search_filter=Wissahickon+Valley+Park), a cherished urban green space

spanning over 2,042 acres, offers a diverse range of recreational, educational, historical, and ecological benefits to its approximately 1.1 million

annual visitors, according to the Philadelphia Parks & Recreation Department. However, the park faces significant stormwater runoff and wastewater

challenges, threatening its ecological integrity. All land that drains into the Wissahickon Creek is considered part of the Wissahickon watershed. 

The importance of conserving privately-owned land within the watershed cannot be overstated. The buffer provided by these lands plays a critical

role in slowing and reducing the impact of stormwater runoff on the Wissahickon Valley Park, which is essential for protecting the drinking water of

350,000 Philadelphians, protecting the beloved Wissahickon Park and preserving the health of Wissahickon Creek.  As identified in the Friends of the

Wissahickon’s (https://chestnuthilllocal.com/browse.html?search_filter=Friends+of+the+Wissahickon) “Protect Our Watershed” study, more than 400

acres in Chestnut Hill (https://chestnuthilllocal.com/chestnut-hill/) have been designated as priority parcels for protection. Preserving these lands

through easements is vital to restoring the watershed and ensuring its sustainability.

Conservation easements are voluntary legal agreements restricting certain types of development and land use and promoting best practices in

conservation on private property to protect conservation values. Easement agreements are created by the property owner working together with

land trusts such as the Conservancy to ensure that the natural and historic character of the land is preserved while the property remains under

private ownership. The Chestnut Hill Conservancy, in partnership with the Friends of the Wissahickon (FOW), currently holds 52 conservation and

preservation easements, protecting over 105 acres within the Wissahickon Watershed in both Philadelphia and Montgomery Counties.

The Chestnut Hill Conservancy is at the forefront of urban land conservation, being the first urban-focused land trust in the nation to earn

Accreditation. This accreditation reflects and confirms the Conservancy’s commitment to integrating land conservation with preserving historic

architecture, archival resources, and sustainable practices. 

As development pressures increase and the population continues to grow, conservation easements are more critical than ever. Public protection of

open spaces can be slow and sometimes insufficient, making private protection tools like easements indispensable. These agreements provide lasting,

inextinguishable protections that benefit both the environment and the community.

Easements are truly the community’s conservation tool, offering landowners a way to protect the places they love. 

To learn more about easements' impact on protecting our natural and cultural resources or to explore the possibility of placing an easement on your

property, visit the Chestnut Hill Conservancy’s website or contact the Conservancy at Info@CHConservancy.Org (mailto:Info@CHConservancy.Org).
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Mt. Airy house tour returns (/stories/mt-airy-house-tour,34066)
The West Mt. Airy Historic House Tour is set to return on Oct. 20 after a hiatus caused by the COVID

pandemic.

Artists studio tour (/stories/artists-studio-tour,34065)
Local artists are opening their studios to the public for the biannual Cheltenham Artists Studio Tour on Nov. 2-3.
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Local classical musicians lead the way in weekend concerts (/stories/local-classical-musicians-
lead-the-way-in-weekend-concerts,34064)
Local classical musicians took the lead in concerts during the first full weekend of October.

‘Cyrano’ extended (/stories/cyrano-extended,34063)
By popular demand, Quintessence Theatre Group has added five more performances.

Ghosts, doomed love and gothic horror in war-torn Spain (/stories/ghosts-doomed-love-and-
gothic-horror-in-war-torn-spain,34062)
This film is no ordinary fright-fest. It's a smart and stylish ghost story.
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