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The Chestnut Hill Conservancy will host a virtual lecture supporting the Save the Train

campaign on Tuesday, March 12, from 7:00 to 8:30 PM with Ted Xaras. Proceeds will aid

the campaign, exploring the architectural history and legacy of the Chestnut Hill East

and West rail lines.

The "Northwest Philadelphia: Connected by Railways," lecture will delve into the history,

architecture, and impact of the rail lines in the Chestnut Hill, Mt. Airy, and Germantown

neighborhoods. 

“These railways are more than just modes of transportation; they are functional

connections to our past, linking generations and neighborhoods while shaping the very

fabric of our communities,” said Lori Salganico�, executive director of the Chestnut Hill
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Conservancy. “Had the railroad lines never been established, our neighborhoods would

be very di�erent. Our neighborhoods and city will be poorer in every way if they are

abandoned.”

To kick o� the program, Bob Previdi of Chestnut Hill, who has a background in transit

and transport policy, will discuss the Save the Train organization and underscore the

importance of revitalizing train ridership in our community. This e�ort is integral to

securing increased SEPTA funding for the future of our transit system.

The program’s main presenter, renowned artist and railroad historian Ted Xaras, will

lead the lecture, drawing on his deep passion for locomotives. Attendees will explore the

distinct architectural styles of the Reading Railroad (Chestnut Hill East) and

Pennsylvania Railroad (Chestnut Hill West) stations, crafted by architects such as Frank

Furness and W. Bleddyn Powel. The impact of these architectural treasures on local

communities will be examined, highlighting their role in shaping neighborhood

identity. 

Join the Chestnut Hill Conservancy in celebrating these architectural treasures and their

timeless legacy. For registration and further details, visit chconservancy.org/discovering-

chestnut-hill.

Conservancy member admission is $15, non-members pay $25.
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Josephine Bonitatibus, 101, passed away on Wednesday, March

27, 2024, in her daughter’s home in Erdenheim surrounded by

loved ones.  She was born May 6, 1922, the sixth of seven …

Joan Levy Coale (/stories/joan-levy-coale,31654)
Joan Levy Coale, adored mother and grandmother, lover of the

arts and the Wissahickon, and resident of Mt. Airy and Chestnut

Hill for nearly 100 years, died peacefully at home on February

25th, aged …

Alexa Kane (nee Charbonneau) (/stories/alexa-kane-
nee-charbonneau,31653)
Alexa Kane (nee Charbonneau), 89, of Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania, passed away on March 25, 2024, in the presence

of her loving children. Alexa was born of the late Exilda

(Pelletier) and Arthur …
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Mar 28, 2024 issue (/stories/mar-28-2024-issue,31652)

'From Womb to Womanhood' through March 31
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