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Posted Wednesday, April 24, 2024 12:00 am

by Carla Robinson

The Friends of Pastorius Park are marking Arbor Day this year by gathering at the big

American Sycamore (the big white tree towering over the top of the pond off the W.

Hartwell Lane entrance to the park) to celebrate the park’s new Level 1 arboretum

status on Friday. 

The majestic American Sycamore tree, which stands above the pond in Pastorius Park, is

a favorite heritage tree and is a frequent subject of seasonal photographs. It will

officially be tagged as part of FoPP’s Level 1 arboretum dedication on Arbor Day. 

(https://alpha.creativecirclecdn.com/chestnuthilllocal/original/20240423-205749-

Screenshot%202024-04-23%20at%2020-57-11%20Layout%201-10%20-%2020240423-150121-

MAL.042524.pdf.png.jpg)

The majestic American sycamore tree, which stands above the pond in Pastorius Park, is a
favorite heritage tree and is a frequent subject of seasonal photographs. It officially will be
tagged as part of FoPP’s Level 1 arboretum dedication on Arbor Day.
PHOTO BY CARLA ROBINSON
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The 9 a.m. dedication will be brief, as four arborist crews will return with their

equipment, generously returning for a third year of pro bono tree tending. The group

will also take a moment to honor the memory of Paul Meyer, retired head of Morris A

and devoted advisor in FOPP’s restoration of Pastorius Park. 

“At such a milestone for our small volunteer organization, how can we not think of Paul

and his brilliant contributions to this moment, and how much we miss him and his

infectious enthusiasm for all things green,” said Tracy Gardner, FoPP chair. “This spring,

our first year without Paul, felt nevertheless lighter from the beautiful sequential

flowering of the Magnolia and Yoshino cherry trees that he chose and positioned.

Earlier, while it was still winter, Paul’s witch hazel plants generously scattered

throughout Pastorius lit up corners of the park with a premonition of Spring.”

The following day, on Saturday at 10 a.m., landscape architect and Chestnut Hill

Conservancy board member Rob Fleming and James McNabb, FoPP vice president, will

lead a walking tour of the park, and trace its history from the early 1900s to Pastorius’

restoration and finally the recent arboretum certification.

The talk/tour is free, but space is limited, so people must register at

friendsofpastorius.org/event/historic-walking-tour

(http://friendsofpastorius.org/event/historic-walking-tour/)
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(/stories/a-farewell-brings-a-

new-era-and-a-new-coach-to-

winning-sch-track-and-field-

program,32176)

(/stories/grateful-for-moms-and-

memories,32175)

(/stories/feds-fund-

field-program,32176)
There's been a major development in Springside Chestnut Hill

Academy's track and field program: Coach Paul Hines officially

retired.

Grateful for moms, and memories (/stories/grateful-for-
moms-and-memories,32175)
More than 115 years after Anna Jarvis established the first

Mother’s Day, with the help of John Wanamaker, the second

Sunday of May has become a shared moment.

Feds fund reconstruction of aging Wissahickon bridges
(/stories/feds-fund-reconstruction-of-aging-
wissahickon-bridges,32174)
The nearly 200-year-old Valley Green and Bells Mill Road

bridges in the Wissahickon Valley Park will soon undergo a

much-needed reconstruction.
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NW Philadelphia: Unprotected and vulnerable
(/stories/nw-philadelphia-unprotected-and-
vulnerable,32170)
This special report is in recognition of Historic Preservation

Month.

May 7, 2024 issue (/stories/may-7-2024-issue,32113)
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