
HDAC Report - January 21, 2020 
 
The HDAC Committee attended a Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting at the 
Hospital Conference Room on Thursday, January 9, 2020.  The LUPZ hosted a “Preliminary” 
neighbor meeting with  Camfred Group, potential developers of  208-10 Rex Ave., along with 
their Architect, Cecil Baker,  who presented early plans of their development ideas.  The plans 
consisted of four pair of twin “townhouses”, and four condominiums slated  for the interior of the 
historic home.  A near neighbor group and their attorney, Michael Schleroff, expressed concern 
over the size of the new townhouse buildings, their appearance, being compared to “college 
dormitories”, the parking situation, and set back concerns.  Mr. Baker and the developers 
listened intently to all concerns expressed, and said they would work toward those concerns 
and also provide more detailed images and plans, when they actually start the formal RCO 
Process.  A specific time for that start was not determined. 
  
At the conclusion of the presentation, Patricia, along with Leah,  stayed behind to attend  the 
formal LUPZ meeting.  At that meeting, the Conservancy’s concerns regarding the scheduling 
and timing of these “Preliminary” meetings was discussed.  It was decided that any “Preliminary” 
Meetings, defined as meetings requested by an applicant, in order to share early 
 design/development plans, before starting the formal RCO Process,  could be scheduled prior 
to an upcoming LUPZ Meeting.  So the timing of any requested “Preliminary” meeting would be 
held at 7:30 PM, on the first Thursday of the month,  following an HDAC Meeting, and before an 
LUPZ meeting, allowing for the HDAC to attend any “preliminary meetings”. 
  
DRC  INFORMATION 
As our representative on the DRC, I was notified that Tower Health, the new owners of the 
Chestnut Hill Hospital, have made application to the city for a new signage package. 
The application reads as follows: 
“For the erection of three internally illuminated static accessory, two faced, free standing signs, 
and for the legalization of 26  accessory free standing signs, and for the erection of two 
internally illuminated static accessory flat wall signs, and for the legalization of six accessory flat 
wall signs, and for the erection of seven directional signs (no permit required), accessory to an 
existing hospital facility, with existing accessory parking spaces as previously approved.  Size 
and location shown on plan.” 
  
Variances needed because the city allows  45 sq. ft.  of signage per frontage  (The Germantown 
Ave. Guidelines allows 3 signs at 12 sq.ft. each, no internally lit signage)).  Tower Health is 
seeking 
443 Sq. Ft. of free standing, internally lit signs. And 663 Sq. Ft. of flat wall signage. (They do not 
specify how the flat wall signs are to be lighted) 
  
The near neighbors are aware of these variance requests, and many plan to attend the DRC 
meeting on January 21.  I will request that the hospital representatives attend the HDAC 
meeting, On February 6. 
  
There will be two additional presentations at the DRC on Jan 21: 
  

1. A variance request for the erection of a detached one story garage and two accessory 
parking places at 9509 Wheel Pump Lane 

2. A use variance for a Group Practitioner Dental Office at 10 West Gravers lane. 

 
Patricia 


