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The Conservancy’s 2019-2022 Strategic Plan was completed to guide the 
organization’s work as an educational center and leading advocate for the history, 
architecture, and open space of Chestnut Hill and surrounding communities in the 
Wissahickon watershed.  The Plan seeks to collaboratively encourage balance in 
growth and preservation, strengthen successful programs, and improve governance 
and community investment.  Almost 400 community stakeholders gave feedback 
and guidance for the Plan.

The Conservancy encouraged and facilitated Springfield Township efforts to 
create its first Historic Preservation ordinance following the unfortunate loss of 
two historic homes. In Philadelphia, the Upper Northwest District Plan was 
adopted, with further work continued to balance growth with resource protection 
in collaboration with other Chestnut Hill organizations, and with community 
groups throughout Philadelphia’s Upper Northwest. The Conservancy also 
participated in Philadelphia’s Historic Preservation Task Force.

Several notable preservation successes included averting the demolition of a 
significant part of the Keewaydin complex and managing complicated next steps. 
Rehabilitation work commenced on properties listed by the Conservancy on the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places including the Chestnut Hill Fire Station 
and 2 E. Chestnut Hill Avenue, typically with the organization’s input.  30 W. 
Chestnut Hill Avenue, protected with a Conservancy preservation easement, was 
also renovated with a great deal of input on exterior work.

Two preservation easements were placed on historic houses on West Willow 
Grove Avenue and Crefeld Street.  With these easements, the owners sought to 
preserve facades and roofs, but also the novel concept of the planned community 
pioneered by the Houston/Woodward family, streetscapes and viewsheds, and 
other features that contribute to the unique character of Chestnut Hill.

A conservation easement was placed on 3.54 acres along Bethlehem Pike, 
Stenton Avenue, and Bells Mill Road, ensuring that this environmentally-sensitive 
gateway to Chestnut Hill will be protected in perpetuity. This and an earlier 
easement on the property brings the total land protected by this one family to 
11.62 acres, an astounding amount of protected land within a city.

With this easement, the Conservancy now holds 48 easements preserving 19 
historic buildings and conserving over 100 acres of privately-held watershed 
land and trees.  That’s an area over 20 times the size of Rittenhouse Square!  
This innovative, accredited Conservation and Easements Program, managed in 
partnership with Friends of the Wissahickon, is one of the strongest tools available 
to ensure the area’s historic, green, village character remains. 

The Conservancy hired its first full-time Conservation and Easements 
Manager – a role made possible by generous Leadership Circle commitment and 
an overwhelming response to the new Catalyst level of membership. Additional 
funding for the position came from the Friends of the Wissahickon and the 
Philadelphia Water Department.

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

LOOKING BACK ON 12 MONTHS OF CONTRIBUTIONS  
TO THE CHESTNUT HILL AREA

Our Archives tells the story of the rich and multi-faceted history of Chestnut Hill 
and environs through the ever-expanding collection of photographs documents, 
maps, deeds, books, oral histories and more. Professional Archives staff welcomed 
hundreds of researchers in person, by phone, and online. Donations of items 
to the collection rolled in every week of the year, including the papers and 
photographs of Ann and George Spaeth as well as the photographs, documents, 
and business ledgers from the Dwyer family business. The staff of the Archives 
created a dozen photos essays and film compilations for Night of Lights.  Images 
were posted weekly via social media, and several Local articles were written 
highlighting aspects of Chestnut Hill and vicinity history.  Over 90 oral history 
interviews are now part of our collection, which are now being organized, 
transcribed, and made publicly available.  College student volunteers and others 
have continued to help us expand our outreach by working on a variety of 
cataloging and other projects in the Archives. The Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission began supporting the Archives with grant funding.

The Conservancy presented its second annual Night of Lights public exhibit 
in October, welcoming hundreds to stroll a Germantown Avenue commercial 
corridor vibrantly transformed with projected photos and films from the Archives, 
architectural lighting, live music, and interactive elements. The event inspired a new 
level of community storytelling, with residents and businesses moved to share and 
donate their own histories to the Archives.

Chestnut Hill’s historic railroad resources enjoyed special Conservancy attention 
in 2019 as the focus of tours and lectures, and with the proactive work of our 
Preservation Committee to evaluate their preservation and reuse potential.  The 
Conservancy’s goal is to determine strategies to encourage preservation and 
appropriate reuse of these underutilized community treasures, to be implemented 
by SEPTA and neighborhood preservation leaders.

Other public programming included Discovering Chestnut Hill lectures and 
tours covering such topics as “The Illustrated History of Fairmount Park,” “Pocket 
Parks,” and “the Chestnut Hill Water Tower and Water History.”  The Great 
Houses Tour of the Conservancy with CHCA welcomed more than 300 visitors 
to five renovated historic homes hosted by the owners, designers, and contractors 
responsible for their renovation.  The free quarterly series Ask the Experts shared 
professional wisdom on such topics as native plants and mechanical systems in 
historic houses.  And the Conservancy and friends gathered to bury a community 
Time Capsule with publicly-donated items representing a snapshot of what we 
love about Chestnut Hill today, for future generations to discover on the 100th 
anniversary of the Conservancy in 2067.

Leadership Circle and CHAOS members enjoyed visits to unique places 
including the Oaks Cloister, Skyspace at the Chestnut Hill Meeting House, the 
urban oasis of the Discovery Center at Philadelphia’s East Park Reservoir, the 
fields (and wine) of the Karamoor Vineyard in Fort Washington, two spectacular 
private historic car collections, and Undine Barge Club’s Castle Ringstetten.  These 
excursions were organized to provide unusual access and foster appreciation for 
mission-related area wonders.



LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Catalyst $5,000+
Carolyn Adams & John Meigs
Victoria & George H. Coates, Jr.
Jessie Deming & Robert Boyer
Karren & Ed DeSeve
Charles & Gene Dilks
Thomas Ginneru p & Christoph Koenen
Lynn & Jerry Lehocky
Thomas Lloyd
Pascal & Tracy Maeter
Susan & Robert Peck
Rita & Lawrence Salva
Bowman Properties, LTD
Mary Starr
Laura & David Thayer
Sandy & Robert Thomas
Carol & Joseph B. Van Sciver, III
Judee & Clay von Seldeneck
Nancy & Randy Williams

Preservationist $2,500
Amy Branch & Jeffrey Benoliel
Ann Csink & John Linck
Monika Hemmers & Stephen Heimann
Gretchen Ingersoll
Eileen & Ron Javers
Emilie & Peter Lapham
Sarah & Ted Lodge
Betsy & Robert Lukens
Dan Macey & Paul Savidge
Jean & Daniel McCoubrey
George Popky & Deborah Popky
Catherine Worrall

Historian $1,250
Cindy & John Affleck
Wendy & Christopher Bentley
Anne & Paul Bolno
Martha Brady & Bruce Belzak
Rebecca Bushnell & John Toner
Emily & Mike Cavanagh
Linda  Corson
Patricia Cove
Nancy Dickson & Donald Ratchford
Mrs. Edith Dixon
Diane & John Drinker
Kimberly & Iain Dukes
Alexandra Edsall & Robert Victor
Yvonne & Scott Emerson
C. Nancy & Michael Evans
Nanie & Jay Flaherty
Susan & Robert Fleming
Peggy & Rich Greenawalt
Mary Jane & Eric Greenwood
Sandy & Tim Greenwood
Shirley Hanson
Anne & David Hilton
Courtney & Steven Kapp
Ann & Jack Kelly
Bonnie & Peter McCausland
George McNeely
Andrea & Frank Niepold
Tabitha Oman & Myron Manternach
Beth Ounsworth  
Aileen & Brian Roberts
Theresa & John Rollins
Prudence & Stan Runyan
Lori & Marcos Salganicoff
Mary & David Singer
Ellen Sisle & Ken Schotsch
Debora Warner & Alexander Raday
William B. Washburn
George Woodward, III
Sue & Michael Young

MEMBERS
Conservationist $600
Anonymous
Sarah & David Andrews
Susan Bray
Maryalice Cheney & Scott Goldman
Wendy & Walter Foulke
Elizabeth Gemmill
Nancy & Carlos Granda
Pauline Gray & Ned Barnard
Patricia & David Holveck
Caroline & David Lacey
Elie-Anne & Rudy Lewis
Hannah McFarland
Margaret Murphy & Gregory Rigdon
Susan & David Pingree
Anu Ramdas & Raj Ratnakar
Mary Sue Welsh

Archivist $250
Anonymous
David Adams & Robert Jennings
Mason Barnett & Michael Buckley
Naomi & Stephen Breman
Lyn Buchheit
Steven Casebeer
Joan Coale
Amy & Putnam Coes
Amy Coleman
Beth & Daniel Collins
Veronica & Robert Connor
Michael Cover
Bridget & Gary Crooks
Bruce Davidson
Ashley Douglas & Alex Goldsmith
Suzanne & Thomas Duffy
Christina & Dean Fournaris
Debra & Jay Goldstein
Ellen & E. Howard Goodwin, Jr.
Elizabeth Haimes
Gail Harrity & Sandy Tilney
Susan Hauck & Mark d’Onofrio
Pamela & James H. Hill, Jr.
Natalie & Ralph Hirshorn
Louise Johnston
Heather & Dan Killinger
Barbara & John Kimberly
Joseph Kotarski & Federico Mingozzi
Tim & Alex Levin
Lisa & Matthew Mancuso
Jean Plante McNelis
Nancy Newman & Jonathan Morley
Cynthia & William O’Keefe
Mark Packel
Cheryl & Ralph Pinkus
Jennifer Paget & Mark Pinsky
Susan & Brett Pinto
Joanne & Joe Pizzano
Myrna & David Pope
Sarah & Philip Price, Jr.
Evan Pruitt & Mark Sellmyer
Amanda & James Rice
Caroline & Peter Saylor
Marshall Schwartz
David Senoff
Meredith S. S. Smith
John J. Soeffing, Jr.
Jeffrey Dean Soulges
Laurene & Andrew Topping
William Valerio
Elizabeth van Vleck
Maureen Ward & Elie-Antoine Atallah
Peter & Jean Warrington
Stephen Weihing 
 

 

BUSINESS SPONSORS 
$2,500+ 
Bowman Properties, LTD 
Bryn Mawr Trust    
George Woodward Co. 
Kurtz Construction Company 
Nottingham, Walsh, Goodman & Associates
Shechtman Tree Care  
                       
$1,000-2,499
Chestnut Hill Hotel & Market at the Fareway
Dantastic Food
Dennis F. Meyer, Inc.
Halstead Roofing
HirshornBoothby
Nolan Painting, Inc.
Old Village Master Painters
Team Whetzel, LLC
Unique Indoor Comfort
United States Roofing Corporation
USI Insurance Services LLC
Wallace Landscape Associates, Inc.
Wescott Financial Advisory Group, LLC

$500-999
Burke Brothers Landscape Contractors 
 
EASEMENTS/SUPPORT 
Friends of the Wissahickon 
The McCausland Foundation 
Philadelphia Water Department 
Carol and Joseph B. Van Sciver, III 
Woodward House Corporation 
 
DONORS TO THE ARCHIVES 
Ron Ambroise 
Anonymous 
Tom Boyle 
Alex Bartlett 
Naomi Breman 
Alessandra Cartelli 
Susan Cossitt 
Rich D’Angelo 
Mike Dickey 
John & Dan Dwyer 
Flip Ferry 
Rob Fleming 
Friends of the Wissahickon 
Russell Goudy 
Liz Jarvis 
Louise Lisi 
Pepe Maldonado 
Anne McNally 
Jefferson Moak 
Molly Murphy 
PA Historical & Museum Commission 
Abby & Ron Pete 
Janet Potter 
Lori Salganicoff 
George Spaeth 
Lenore & Maurice Stone 
David S. Traub 
Elizabeth Vogdes 
Dan and Susan Weiss 
 
DONORS TO OTHER 
CONSERVANCY PROGRAMS 
(ABOVE $250) 
Anonymous 
Carolyn Adams & John Meigs 
Diane & John Drinker 
Gilbert McKay Foundation 
Florence & Richard Maloumian 
The Nana Fund 
Debra Rodgers & Paul Meyer

YEAR-END APPEAL 2018
Carolyn Adams & John Meigs
Cindy & John Affleck
Martha & Williams J. Agate, Jr.
Sarah & Bryan Astheimer
Alexandra & Stephen Bartlett
Charlotte Betancourt
John J. Bevan
Kevin Burke
Barbara Ciolino
Joan Coale
Sandy & George Connelly
Dr. David Contosta
Richard Bartholomew & Julia Moore Converse
Susan Cossitt
Bridget & Gary Crooks
Ann Csink & John Linck
Emily & Edward Daeschler
Barbara & Howard Davis
Robert Davis
Joseph P. Dobson
Susan & William Doran
Suzanne & Thomas Duffy
Suzanne Dure
Yvonne & Scott Emerson
C. Nancy & Michael Evans
Mrs. Gerald Fischer
Wendy & Walter Foulke
Jerry Fritz (In Honor of George and Victoria Coates)
Robin Gallagher, DMD
Carolyn Rowe Hale
Patricia & David Holveck
Elizabeth & Andrew Jarvis
J. Crayton Pruitt Foundation
Laura Keim & Stephen Hague
Joseph Kotarski & Federico Mingozzi
Dana & John Levitties
Thomas Lloyd
Stacey & J. Douglas MacBride
Mary MacDonald
Dan Macey & Paul Savidge
Laura Madeleine
Florence & Richard Maloumian
Terry A. Marek (In honor of Shirley Hanson and 
Matt Millan)
Elizabeth Masters
John McMeekin
Jean Plante McNelis
Cecile Mihalich
Matthew Millan
Edith Newhall & David Walters
Susan & Robert Peck
Deborah R. Popky & Dr. George L. Popky
Anu Ramdas & Raj Ratnakar 
Amanda & James A. Rice, II
Louis & Jana Richman
Aileen & Brian Roberts
Debra Rodgers & Paul Meyer
Teresa & Greg Rodgers
Elizabeth & Kyle Salata
Craig Schelter
Angela Scully & George Elser 
Susan & Robert Silverstein
Audrey & Stephen Simpson
John J. Soeffing
Noreen Spota & Robert Koller 
Abby Taylor
Marianne & Joseph Trainer
Nicolas Troyano-Vazquez
Mary & Lawrence Walsh
William B. Washburn
Ken Weinstein
Nancy & J. Randolph Williams
Catherine A. Worrall
Jason Young & Dimitrios Papanagnou
Sue & Michael Young

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers
Eileen Javers, President
Charles Day Dilks, First Vice President
Patricia Marian Cove, Vice-President, Preservation
Jessie Deming, Vice-President, Outreach
Diane Drinker, Vice-President, Development
Karren DeSeve Vice-President, Conservation & 
Easements
Stephen Heimann, Vice-President, Governance
Carolyn Adams, Secretary
J. Randolph (Randy) Williams, Treasurer
Shirley Hanson, Executive Committee At-Large 

Directors
Martha Agate (through 1/19)
Anne Bolno
Susan Higley Bray
George G. H. Coates, Jr.
Emily T. Cooperman (through 1/19)
Ann T. Csink
Thomas S. (Tim) Greenwood
Emilie Lapham (from 1/19)
Dan Macey
Jean McCoubrey (from 1/19)
Dennis F. Meyer
Cecile Mihalich
Matthew Millan
Frank Niepold (through 1/19)
Susan Peck
Deborah Popky
Larry Salva (from 1/19)
Ellen Sisle
Richard Snowden
Alice Lea Tasman

ADVISORY BOARD
Rolin Bissell
David Contosta
Margaret Greenawalt
John Haak
Elizabeth Haimes
James H. Hill, Jr.
Ann Kelly
Tom Keels
John Levitties
Jefferson M. Moak
Mary Ounsworth
Jane Pollock
Peter Saylor
Dorothy Y. Sheffield
Sarah L. O. Smith
William Washburn
Nancy Williams

SPECIAL EVENT HOSTS/ 
IN-KIND GIFTS (ABOVE $250)
Carolyn Adams & John Meigs
Castle Ringstetten
Chestnut Hill College
Ann Csink & John Linck
Jessie Deming & Bob Boyer
The Discovery Center
Kim & Iain Dukes
Kerri & Ryan Farragut
Cathy & Gary Glazer
Russ Harris & Carmen Zinni
Monika Hemmers & Steve Heimann
Karamoor Estate
Tracy & Pascal Maeter
The Morris Arboretum
Reshma Rangwala & Ben Wilkins
Megan & Matthew Rutt
Susan Smith

Richard Snowden & Fred Holzerman
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy 
Janet & Matthew Stern

STAFF
Lori Salganicoff, Executive Director
Alex Bartlett, Archivist
Kevin Hughes, Conservation and Easements 
Manager (from 8/18)
Liz Jarvis, Curator/Archivist
Clarissa Shanahan, Executive Office Assistant (from 
2/19)
Leah Silverstein, Director of Operations and 
Special Projects
 
VOLUNTEERS
Martha Agate
Sally Alsher
Chris Bentley
Susan Bockius
Jane Bonenberger
Bob Boyer
Haley Boyer
Tom Boyle
Eliot Bramson
Nancy Bramson
Susan Bray

HOUSEHOLD & INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS  1  We want to warmly thank each of the several hundred members at these levels.  You are 
our essential support base.  

DONORS TO OTHER CONSERVANCY PROGRAMS (ABOVE $250)  1  Donors to giving programs such as the Endowment Campaign 
and Architectural Hall of Fame and Perennial Fete Benefactors are listed in recognition material specific to the program and online.  Your extraordinary 
generosity is deeply appreciated by everyone involved in this organization.  Thank you so much.
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Bob Brown
Drew Brown
George Bryant
Virginia Bryant
Piper Burnett
Bryan Burns
Alessandra Cartelli
Amy Celentano
Steven Cirafesi
Linda Coddington
Ali Collyer
David Contosta
Diane Craig
Caretha Creasy
Emily Daeschler
Lindsey D’Angelo
Allison DeCaro
Will Detweiler
Nancy Dickson
Gene Dilks
John Drinker
Suzanne Duffy
Tom Duffy
Iain Dukes
Kim Dukes
Jeff Duncan
Dan Dwyer
John Dwyer
Lexa Edsall
Mike Evans
Nancy Evans
Kerri Farragut
Ryan Farragut
Rob Fleming
Sally Gendler
Steve Gendler
Theresa & Geno Germano
Carlie Gillette
Thomas Ginnerup
Russ Goudy, Jr
Russ Goudy, Sr
Nancy Granda
Eric Greenwood
Sandy Greenwood
Mirta Guglielmoni 
Tasso Hartzog
Monika Hemmers
Peter Hoffman
Megan Holmberg
Fred Holzerman
Dave Hoylman
Maya Ilgenfritz
Zoe Ilgenfritz
Gretchen Ingersoll

Andrew Jarvis
Ron Javers
Jennifer Johns
Craig Johnson
Louise Johnston
Courtney Kapp
Laura Keim
Heather Snyder Killinger
Diane Luffy
Pascal Maeter
Nathan Max  
Anne McNally
George McNeely
John Meigs
Giulia Morrone 
Vanessa Mullen
Molly Murphy
Cassie Myers
Andrea Niepold
Frank Niepold
Melinda O’Connor
William O’Keefe
Barbara Olson
Kate O’Neill
Miles Orvell
Joanne Pizzano
Joe Pizzano
Mary Jo Potter
Gwen Raczak
Don Ratchford
Christy Repetto
Susy Ravinas Ribault
Lou Richman
Kim Rogan
David Salganicoff
Marcos Salganicoff
Rita Salva
Brad Sanders
Paul Savidge
Peter Saylor
Elizabeth Schmitt
Mary Singer
Harriet Slogoff
Betsy Solomon
Susan Soltis
Joel Spivak
Lucy Strackhouse
Stephanie Struse
Kathy Sullivan
Jeremy Sviben
Joe Thomas
Lorrin Thomas 
Lindsay Townhill
Garrett Trego
Marina & Zane Vella
Jean Wedgwood
Brian Wertz
Dorshan Wilson
Greg Woodring
Katie Worrall
Ted Xaras
Justyna Zalewski
Mary Zell
Jake Zumoff


