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Discovering Chestnut Hill: Conservancy adds
Local photos to online collection

Posted on July 26, 2019 (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/07/26/discovering-chestnut-hill-conservancy-adds-local-
photos-to-online-collection/) by Contributor (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/author/contributor/)

by Alex Bartlett

In 2007, the Chestnut Hill Conservancy (then the Chestnut Hill Historical Society) received an
invaluable donation by the Chestnut Hill Local of a collection of thousands of photographs
taken by Local staff members for publication in the community newspaper.

Since then, volunteers and staff of the conservancy have been cataloging the collection, the
vast majority of which dates from circa 1970-2002. This work involves entering information

about each photograph into an electronic database, the information being obtained from the
captions associated with each photograph as published in the Local, and then digitizing the
photographs by scanning them. Most of these photographs have been organized by subject
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(shops, restaurants, Norwood-Fontbonne Academy, Pastorius Park, as examples), and capture
the essence of what life was like in Chestnut Hill in years past.

These collections have been made available to the public online via the Conservancy’s
website (http://chconservancy.org/photo-search), with over 350 new photographs from the
Local recently added. Other important collections of photographs have also recently been
donated to the Conservancy, including those of the Dwyer Coal Company (now Walter A.
Dwyer, Inc.), Kilian’s Hardware and the McNally family of McNally’s Tavern.

An example of one of the Local photographs recently digitized and made available online is
shown here, with staff of the Chestnut Hill Cheese Shop preparing to open a new location at
the Flourtown Farmers Market in August 1986. The Cheese Shop has also donated a separate
collection of photos to the conservancy — these will be available online shortly.

For further information, including how you can purchase an image, contact Archivist Alex
Bartlett at the Conservancy at 215-247-9329, ext. 206, or at alex@chconservancy.org

This entry was posted in Discovering Chestnut Hill (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/category/discovering-chestnut-hill/)
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permalink (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/07/26/discovering-chestnut-hill-conservancy-adds-local-photos-
to-online-collection/).
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¢ Cindy Bass chairs City Council hearings on maternal mortality (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/10
/24/cindy-bass-chairs-city-council-hearings-on-maternal-mortality/)

1 comment - 2 days ago

¢ News update: Cheese Shop closes, Lutheran Seminary proposes large scale residential development
(https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/10/09/news-update-cheese-shop-closes-lutheran-seminary-

proposes-large-scale-residential-development/)
3 comments - 2 weeks ago

e Cheese Shop closing is a loss for Chestnut Hill (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/10/17/cheese-

shop-closing-is-a-loss-for-chestnut-hill/)
1 comment - 1 week ago
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