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by Kevin Hughes

Chestnut Hill is one of the region’s most beautiful and architecturally distinguished
communities. Flanked by the spectacular Wissahickon Gorge and Cresheim Valley, it began as
a rural farming and milling community in the early 1700s and became the site of one of the first
planned suburban communities in the 19th century. With the help of an engaged community,
Chestnut Hill has thus far been able to effectively preserve its beautiful landscapes – a feat not
achieved in many major cities.

Aside from the enchanting aesthetics of green space in an urban environment, open space
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← Local detective: 41 years of solving violent crimes (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/05/31/local-detective-
41-years-of-solving-violent-crimes/)

Learning to love the Asbestos City: Ambler and its roots → (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/05/31/learning-
to-love-the-asbestos-city-ambler-and-its-roots/)

plays an important role in the health of a city and its inhabitants. According to the Pennsylvania
Land Trust Association, research shows that open space improves the physical and
psychological health of its residents, increases home values and helps communities save
money on ecosystem services like soil erosion and pollution management.

Not surprisingly, here in the City of Philadelphia, green space is at a premium. This is a reality
that many major cities face – how to balance development and the protection of natural
resources. The Chestnut Hill Conservancy realized the value of the community’s open spaces
long ago and has been working in partnership with Friends of the Wissahickon to preserve
green space in the Wissahickon Watershed ever since. As the first urban accredited land trust
in the nation, the Conservancy – which just this week celebrated protecting over 100 acres of
open space – defends open space in a very different environment than other land trusts, using
a variety of tools and strategies to encourage conservation.

Though other land trusts scattered across the United States may protect larger swaths of land,
every acre conserved in an urban environment is equal to four rural acres of protected land;
each acre is more economically and environmentally significant because it is at greater risk for
immediate development. Further, with many of the open space parcels in Chestnut Hill
adjacent to the Wissahickon Valley Park, their conservation and stormwater value is more
significant than parcels in rural areas. As the conservancy’s partner in the easement program,
FOW is quick to point out, appropriately conserved and managed area adjacent to the
Wissahickon Watershed can help avoid millions of dollars of stormwater remediation costs
down the road.

Now that the Conservancy has preserved our 100th acre of open space, we are setting our
sights on the next 100 acres. With development pressure in Chestnut Hill and the surrounding
areas growing, the protection of open space area is more important than ever. This may seem
like a heavy lift for just one organization, but thankfully, we do not have to do it alone. In our 52
years, we have established collaborative partnerships with like-minded organizations, garnered
inspiring community support and engaged some of the fiercest open space advocates in the
region. With your help, we can continue to protect the open space resources of our cherished
community.

To learn more about how the Conservancy is protecting open space and natural resources and
what you can do to protect the character of the place you love, go to
CHConservancy.org/About (http://chconservancy.org/about) or contact me at
kevin@chconservancy.org

Kevin Hughes is Conservation and Easements Manager at the Chestnut Hill Conservancy.
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Tue
29

Friends of the CH Library Fall
Speaker Series 2019
Chestnut Hill Bran... | Philadelphia,
PA

Tue
29

A Cordial Invitation from The Guild
of Sassy Men: An Immersive
Animation Experience
Arcadia University | Glenside, PA

Tue
29

Tuesday Night at the Movies:
"Diabolique"
Woodmere Art Museu... |
Philadelphia, PA

Tue
29

Exhibition: Our Town: A
Retrospective of Edith Neff
Woodmere Art Museu... |
Philadelphia, PA

Tue
29

Henry Got Crops Farm Market
Saul Agricultural ... | Philadelphia, PA

Tue
29

History in HD
National Museum of... | Philadelphia,
PA

Nov
6

Home Free: "Dive Bar Saints World
Tour"Nov
NYC Comedy Invades Chestnut Hill
Brewing at The Market

Tue
29
Wed
30
See all events Add your event
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Cindy Bass chairs City Council hearings on maternal mortality (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/10

/24/cindy-bass-chairs-city-council-hearings-on-maternal-mortality/)

1 comment ꞏ 2 days ago

News update: Cheese Shop closes, Lutheran Seminary proposes large scale residential development

(https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/10/09/news-update-cheese-shop-closes-lutheran-seminary-

proposes-large-scale-residential-development/)

3 comments ꞏ 2 weeks ago

Cheese Shop closing is a loss for Chestnut Hill (https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/10/17/cheese-

shop-closing-is-a-loss-for-chestnut-hill/)

1 comment ꞏ 1 week ago
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This Week's Circulars

Giant Food Stores

Hover for Circula

Grocery Outlet

Hover for Circula

Mattress Warehouse

Hover for Circula

Mattress Warehouse

PetSmart

 

Copyright 2019 - All rights reserved.

- Discovering Chestnut Hill: Protecting urban open space one acre at a ti... https://www.chestnuthilllocal.com/2019/05/31/discovering-chestnut-hill-...

5 of 5 10/29/2019 11:40 AM


