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"Our role [at Chestnut Hill Conservancy] has typically been
reactive; the results of this study allow us to be proactive." 

- Eileen Javers, President, Board of Directors - 
Chestnut Hill Conservancy

"As a guiding principle, we need to ask ourselves: what do we want
to see , not what do we want to prevent?"

- John Landis, Chair, Department of City and Regional Planning - 
University of Pennsylvania
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On May 31, the "Residential Conservation, Preservation, and Development Study," directed by
the Chestnut Hill Conservancy and the Chestnut Hill Community Association, wrapped up with a
presentation of the results from the study to key stakeholders. The study generated two primary
results: 

A set of development management tools. [The report will be shared here shortly.] 
A detailed set of maps illustrating the built and natural resources in Chestnut
Hill. View the maps HERE.

The report of development management tools provides strategies for anticipating and guiding
change in Chestnut Hill divided into three themes:

1. Preserving Architectural Integrity
2. Managing Subdivision and Redevelopment of Land
3. Protecting the Wissahickon Watershed

The maps that were created as part of this study show character-defining aspects of Chestnut Hill
including its environmental features, public and protected lands, historically significant and
protected architecture, and zoning.

These results will guide community efforts to intensify open space conservation in the challenged
Wissahickon Watershed. Along with improving the water quality of the Wissahickon, the study will
be used to inform community decisions regarding the protection of historically significant
architecture and priority areas for new development. This information will be especially useful in
the fall of 2017, when the Philadelphia City Planning Commission commences the Upper
Northwest Philadelphia District Plan, one of the final elements of the
city's Philadelphia2035 Comprehensive Plan.
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This study was funded in part by a generous grant from the William Penn Foundation's
Watershed Protection program and was led by a Steering Committee of community
professionals, with assistance from the Natural Lands Trust, Philadelphia University, the University
of Pennsylvania, and many community stakeholders. If you have any inquiries or comments,
please contact Executive Director Lori Salganicoff: lori@chconservancy.org  or 215-247-9329
x201.
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In May, the Chestnut Hill Conservancy succeeded in permanently protecting three properties of
high architectural and/or environmental significance. Each protection was made in partnership with
the respective property owner.

30 West Chestnut Hill Avenue30 West Chestnut Hill Avenue

After 15 months of negotiation and discussion, the Conservancy has finalized a preservation
easement on the property at 30 W. Chestnut Hill Avenue with Mainstreet Development Company.
Initially, this Queen Anne-style home, designed in 1887 by celebrated Philadelphia architect
Theophilus Parsons Chandler, was to be demolished and replaced by five new townhouses. As a
result of 15 months' negotiation between the Conservancy, Mainstreet President Glenn Falso, Jr.,
and concerned neighbors, the historic home will be preserved and renovated, and a new twin
house will be built on its subdivided back yard.



That new construction has now begun, and the restoration to the historic residence will take place
over the next six months. Falso stated, "I am excited to be moving forward on this project, and look
forward to welcoming new neighbors in our beautiful new and rehabbed homes here." 

The development at 30 W. Chestnut Hill Avenue proved a catalyst for the formation of a community
task force to promote a balanced approach to sustainable new development, historic architecture
preservation, and open space conservation throughout Chestnut Hill. This effort has produced the
aforementioned Residential Conservation, Preservation, and Development Study currently
underway by the Conservancy and the Chestnut Hill Community Association. 

"30 W. Chestnut Hill Avenue was a wake-up call for a lot of people to recognize that [demolition of
intact historic resources] could happen in a second," said Chestnut Hill Conservancy Executive
Director Lori Salganicoff. "The demolition permit for that building was pulled the same day the
developer took possession of the property. We were able to turn this property around, but we need
to have better understanding of situations like this in order to plan for the future of Chestnut Hill. This
is not likely to be the last challenge of this kind, but we hope this outcome encourages others to
consider alternatives to teardown redevelopment in this remarkable neighborhood."

8310 Crittenden Street8310 Crittenden Street

In partnership with Friends of the Wissahickon, have successfully placed an easement on another
Theophilus Parsons Chandler-designed house, 8310 Crittenden Street, and its surrounding
property. Chandler, the founder and first director of the Department of Architecture at the University
of Pennsylvania, is best remembered for his ecclesiastical designs and cottage-style homes like
this one. Constructed in 1888-89, this home, like 30 W. Chestnut Hill, exhibits the Queen Anne
style, and it's considered a significant historic resource in the Chestnut Hill National Register
Historic District.  

Anonymous Property in Northeast Chestnut HillAnonymous Property in Northeast Chestnut Hill

We have also conserved over eight acres of open watercourse in Chestnut Hill. The conserved
area comprises the headwaters of East Brook, a tributary of Wissahickon Creek which feeds the
Swan Pond at Morris Arboretum. 

Arboretum Executive Director Paul Meyer said:

"The protection afforded by this easement along the East Brook is extremely important to the
Arboretum. Below the easement, the stream passes in close proximity to the Arboretum's
historic Spring House, Log Cabin and flows through the Swan Pond. We are very grateful to the
owners for their generosity in protecting this ecologically important urban watershed."

One of very few remaining intact streams in Philadelphia, East Brook and the valley it forms
provide Chestnut Hill with an important natural resource that contributes to the ecological health of
the neighborhood and the Wissahickon Watershed. The easement protects the property from
development and ensures that it will remain a forested vegetative stream buffer.
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MEMBERS MAKE THIS WORK POSSIBLE
The work that we undertake for Chestnut Hill, often expensive and time-consuming, simply could
not be done without the support of the community. If you are not a current member of the Chestnut

Hill Conservancy, we truly need you to become one or renew now.

BECOME A MEMBERBECOME A MEMBER
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Chestnut Hill Historical Society founding member Shirley Hanson and (as we're now called)
Chestnut Hill Conservancy executive director Lori Salganicoff share a moment to celebrate our
Board of Directors Award from the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia. The award was
presented last night "for exceptional stewardship of historic properties," an honor we're grateful to
receive - and to carry onward for another 50 years. 

'Discovering  Chestnut Hil l '  Tour Series'Discovering  Chestnut Hil l '  Tour Series
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SECOND SATURDAYS
SATURDAY, JUNE 10
1:00 PM 

FREE for Chestnut Hill Conservancy members (must register nonetheless)
$15 for non-members

Chestnut Hill has some of the nation's most important mid-20th century buildings! Come along for
the ride as we learn about these by bike. The tour will be about 6 miles long (about 90 minutes),
winding through the East and West sides of Chestnut Hill. Highlights will include clusters of houses
developed around Pastorius Park, plus numerous others nestled throughout the community. Hear
the stories behind these magnificent homes, which exhibit elements of both restrained and
progressive architecture, and what drove their pathfinding designers, including Ueland and Junker,
Kenneth Day, Louis Kahn, and Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown. A newly-constructed home
representing 21st century modernism will also be featured. The tour should be suitable for cyclists
at beginner-to-advanced levels. Tour will leave Chestnut Hill East station promptly at 1:00
PM. Bring your own bike and helmet! REGISTER NOW
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On Sunday, June 4, over 230 community members gathered at the stunning "Homewood" (also
known as the Dixon House) for the Chestnut Hill Conservancy's Perennial Fete: Cocktails in the
Garden. Kimberly and Iain Dukes hosted and chaired the sold-out event. Guests enjoyed
blackberry bramble signature cocktails handcrafted by Walter Palmer of Manayunk's Palmer
Distilling Co., beautiful catering from Glenside's Seedling and Sage Catering, a successful al
fresco live auction led by Dan Macey and Iain Dukes, and - fit for the occasion - inspiring views
from the garden of the glorious Wissahickon Valley Park. Leslie Winder, Chief of Staff for



Councilwoman Cindy Bass, delivered a resolution honoring the Conservancy on its 50th
anniversary and its contributions to the City of Philadelphia. The annual Fete provides essential
funding for the Chestnut Hill Conservancy's mission to preserve the architectural, historical, and
environmental resources that define the Chestnut Hill area.  MORE PHOTOS & COVERAGE
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Visit our partners to learn more about what's happening in this vibrant community: 
 Chestnut Hill Business District 

Chestnut Hill Community Association
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